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Introduction to Text:  We are in a series of messages entitled “Life aboard the Fellowship” in Romans 
15.  There are 8 imperatives (as I see it) that we are given in Romans 15.  The first action is given to us in 
verse 1.  We are to “Bear with one Another when there is a difference of opinion over things not 
specifically covered in Scripture.  The second action that we talked about is in verses 2-4 and deals with 
the idea of “Pleasing One Another.”  We encounter the third action in verses 5 and 6, which is the idea 
of “Agreeing with one another.”  The fourth action is that we “Accept one another.”  That brings us to 
our primary text today.   

The text today is a classic example of Paul giving his travel plans.  (This is characteristic of most of Paul’s 
letters).  You might not think that there is much there for us to see in these personal travel plans, but in 
these travel plans is a wonderful example of what  it means to “serve one another.”   

Text:  (Starting reading with verse 15 just so as not to pick up reading in the middle of a sentence)  15 
Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of 
the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the 
gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 
Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare 
to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to 
make the Gentiles obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that 
from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20 And so I have 
made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s 
foundation, 21 but as it is written:  
 
      “ To whom He was not announced, they shall see; 
      And those who have not heard shall understand.” 

 
22 For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you. 23 But now no longer having a 
place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you, 24 whenever I journey 
to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by 
you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. 25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the 
saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor 
among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 27 It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the 
Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material 
things. 28 Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of 
you to Spain. 29 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ.  
 



Max Lucado wrote:  “Some years ago, David Robinson, who plays basketball in San Antonio, 

visited our church. He's not a member of our church, but he shows up occasionally. You can 

imagine the stir that occurred when that seven-foot striking fellow walked into the 

auditorium. We have two worship services, and he came to the first one. At the end of it, 

people mobbed him. Kids all wanted his autograph. Dads lined up, allegedly to get things 

signed for their kids, but we all knew the truth. The brouhaha finally settled down and David 

went his way, and we began the second service. 

In the second service that day, I was standing to do the announcements when something 

happened that has never happened since. A homeless person walked in the back of the 

auditorium, came down the center aisle with his backpack, ratty jeans, torn T-shirt, 
unshaven face, and distinct odor. He walked down to the front, and he sat down. 

The contrast struck me. When David Robinson entered, he was immediately swarmed. 

People wanted to touch him and be close to him, be next to him. However, I'm sad to say 

that nobody jumped up to run and sit next to the homeless man. After two or three 

awkward minutes during which I was trying to act like nothing was happening, one of our 

elders got up from his seat and sat by the man and touched him. I was struck. Wouldn't you 

have been as well? 

The message that I received in my heart that morning was: Which of these men do you 

think touched Jesus? If you want to touch Jesus, whom do you touch? Jesus said, 
"Whatever you've done for the least of these, my brethren, you've done also to me." 

There are several principles that I want you to see this morning. 

Serving one another bears witness to the Gospel. 
 
 Christ came to serve not to be served. 
 
 Who wants to be greatest?  Jesus said those who want to a servant to all. 
 
 “When you do it unto the least of these you do it unto me,” Jesus said. 
 

S. I. McMillen, in his book None of These Diseases, tells a story of a young woman who 

wanted to go to college, but her heart sank when she read the question on the application 

blank that asked, "Are you a leader?" 

Being both honest and conscientious, she wrote, "No," and returned the application, 

expecting the worst. To her surprise, she received this letter from the college: "Dear 

Applicant: A study of the application forms reveals that this year our college will have 1,452 

new leaders. We are accepting you because we feel it is imperative that they have at least 

one follower." 

You want to be a leader.  Be a servant-leader.  That’s what Jesus did. 
 
 



Serving one another builds unity.—The point of this whole chapter is the unity of the Jewish Christians 
and the Gentile Christians.  Here is a great example of unity—the Gentile Christians took an offering for 
the Jewish-Christians.   

In 1953 Sir Edmund Hillary climbed to the summit of Mount Everest, the first man ever to 

do that. The man who impressed me most, though, was not Edmund Hillary but the 
companion who climbed the mountain with him: Tenzig Norgay. 

Nobody ever hears his name. Yet on the way back down the mountain, Hillary fell and was 

almost lost. He would have been lost without Tenzig Norgay, who literally pulled him back 

up the cable and saved his life. Edmund Hillary lived to tell a great story because of the help 

of an unknown man. When someone asked Norgay why he didn't brag about it, he said, "We 
mountain climbers help each other." 

Calvin Miller, "From Entertainment to Servanthood," Preaching Today, Tape No. 132. 

 
 
Serving one another brings joy.—(Verse 26 and 29)  They were pleased to do this.  Paul was pleased.  
He was looking forward to coming in the fullness of the blessing of the Gospel. 
 
The Dead Sea has no plant life or animals.  There are too many minerals and too much salt for living 
organisms to survive.  The reason?  Though the Dead Sea has water that flows into it, there are no 
outlets for water to flow out of it. Our lives are like that—without an outlet for serving one another, we 
will grow dead. 
 
Two Questions 
 

1.  How does God want me to serve?  With Joy! 
 

2. Who does God want me to serve? 
 

 Those Closest to me 

 Other Believers 

 The Least of These 

 Specifically?--Caution 

 Him 
 

Former televangelist Jim Bakker speaks of events that occurred immediately after his 

release from prison: 

When I was transferred to my last prison, Franklin [Graham] said he wanted to help me out 

when I got out—with a job, a house to live in, and a car. It was my fifth Christmas in prison. 

I thought it over and said, "Franklin, you can't do this. It will hurt you. The Grahams don't 

need my baggage." He looked at me and he said, "Jim, you were my friend in the past and 
you are my friend now. If anyone doesn't like it, I'm looking for a fight." 

So when I got out of prison the Grahams sponsored me and paid for a house for me to live 

in and gave me a car to drive. The first Sunday out, Ruth Graham called the halfway house 

I was living in at the Salvation Army and asked permission for me to go to the Montreat 

Presbyterian Church with her that Sunday morning. When I got there, the pastor welcomed 



me and sat me with the Graham family. There were like two whole rows of them—I think 

every Graham aunt and uncle and cousin was there. The organ began playing and the place 

was full except for a seat next to me. Then the doors opened and in walked Ruth Graham. 

She walked down that aisle and sat next to inmate 07407-058. I had only been out of 
prison 48 hours, but she told the world that morning that Jim Bakker was her friend. 

Afterwards, she had me up to their cabin for dinner. When she asked me for some 

addresses, I pulled this envelope out of my pocket to look for them—in prison you're not 

allowed to have a wallet, so you just carry an envelope. She asked, "Don't you have a 

wallet?" And I said, "Well, yeah, this is my wallet." After five years of brainwashing in prison 

you think an envelope is a wallet. She walked into the other room and came back and said, 
"Here's one of Billy's wallets. He doesn't need it. You can have it." 

"The Re-education of Jim Bakker,"Christianity Today (12-7-98) 

 
 


